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Ordinance 14064

Proposed No. 2001-0039.3 Sponsors Vance

1 AN ORDINANCE relating to public transportation; revising

2 rates of fare; and amending Ordinance 13480, Section 2, as

3 amended, and K.C.C. 28.94.015, Ordinance 12643, Section

4 6, as amended, and K.C.C. 28.94.175, and Ordinance 12643,

5 Section 12, as amended, and K.C.C. 28.94.210, and

6 Ordinance 12643, Section 19, as amended, and K.C.C.

7 28.94.245.

8

9 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF KING COUNTY:

10 SECTION 1. A. Section 2 of this ordinance proposes changes in the fares

11 curently charged for county public transportation services.

12 B. Section 3 ofthis ordinance proposes changes in flexpass pricing.

13 C. These fees are assessed under K.C.C. 2.99.030.

14 SECTION 2. Ordinance 13480, Section 2, as amended, and K.C.C. 28.94.015 are

15 each hereby amended to read as follows:

16 Rates of fare for transit program. A. Except as may otherwse be provided by

17 ordinance, the following fare categories and rates are established for regularly scheduled
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18 county public transportation service on buses, trolleys, transit vans, dial-a-ride vehicles

19 and streetcars:

((One zone One-zone ((Tvlo zone Two-zone

e))Off-peak peak off peak peak

Regular fare $1.00 (($-)) $1.50 $- ((~)) $2.00

Child fare No charge No charge No charge No charge

Youth fare ((~)) $ .50 ((~)) $ .50 ~ ((~)) $ .50

Family fare $1.00 N/A $- N/A

Seniors and persons $.25 $ .25 ~)) $ .25

with disabilities

fare

20 The fare categories and rates are subject to, and defined by, the followig:

21 1. The descriptions of transit zones are set fort in K.C.C. 28.94.030.

22 2. The time-of-day limtations for peak period trps and off-peak period trps are

23 set fort in K.C.C. 28.92.115 and 28.92.100.

24 3. The child fare is available to persons up to five years old when accompaned by

25 a responsible person payig the proper fare as set fort in ths chapter. Up to four children

26 may ride wíth each responsible person.

27 4. The youth fare is available to persons from five though seventeen years old

28 and persons over seventeen years old who attend regular sessions of junor or senior high

29 schooL.

30 5. The family fare is available to a group that includes a person at least eighteen

31 years old and up to four persons seventeen years old or younger. The family fare is valid
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32 on Sundays and the days on which the followig holidays are legally observed: New

33 Year's Day; Marin Luther Kig, Jr., Day; Presidents' Day; Memorial Day; Independence

34 Day; Labor Day; Thansgiving Day; and Chrstmas Day.

35 6. The senior and persons with disabilties fare is available to persons who apply

36 for and receive a regional reduced fare permt. The permits are available to persons at least

37 sixty-five years old and persons with disabilities as provided in the regional reduced fare

38 permt program authorized under K.C.C. 28.94.255.

39 7. A person with a disability who has been issued an "attendant ride free" permit

40 by the deparent may be accompaned by an attendant, who is not required to pay a fare.

41 B. A fare in subsection A of ths section is paid when a person pays the

42 appropriate amount in cash or presents an appropriate pass, transfer or other fare payment

43 media established under, and used in accordance with, ths chapter.

. 44 C. The followig passes are established for use on reguarly scheduled county

45 public tranportation service on buses, trolleys, transit van, dial-a-ride vehicles and

46 streetcars:

47 1. Weekend/oliday all-day pass - (($i)) $2.50

48 A weekend/oliday all-day pass may be issued and sold at the price indicated to

49 persons at least five years old. An all-day pass may be purchased only on Satudays,

50 Sundays and the days on which the followig holidays are legally observed: New Year's

51 Day; Marin Luther Kig, Jr., Day; Presidents' Day; Memorial Day; Independence Day;

52 Labor Day; Thansgiving Day; and Chrstmas Day. An all-day pass entitles persons at

53 least five years old to unlimited rides durg the day indicated on the pass.

54 2. Monthly pass for seniors and persons with disabilities - $3.75
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55 Monthy passes may be issued and sold at the price indicated to persons who have

56 applied for and received a regional reduced fare permit. The permts are available to

57 persons at least sixty-five years old and persons with disabilities as provided in the regional

58 reduced fare permit program authorized under K.C.C. 28.94.255. The monthy pass

59 entitles the purchaser to unimited rides durng the month indicated on the pass.

60 3. Anual pass for seniors and persons with disabilities - $45.00

61 Anual passes may be issued and sold at the price indicated to persons who have

62 applied for and received a regional reduced fare permt. The permits are available to

63 persons sixty- five years of age and older and persons with disabilities as provided in the

64 regional reduced fare permt program authorized under K.C.C. 28.94.255. The anual pass

65 . entitles the purchaser to unimted rides durg the year indicated on the pass.

66 . 4. Regional passes

67 Regional passes, in varous single-trip value denominations and for varous

68 effective periods, may be issued and sold in accordance with the terms of an agreement

69 approved by the county council and entered into with other public transportation providers

70 in the region. The varous effective periods, single-trp values and prices for the regional

71 passes shall be established by the agreement. A valid regional pass may be presented an

72 unimted number of times durg its effective period as ful or parial payment of the

73 applicable fare. To the extent the single trp value of the regional pass is not suffcient to

74 cover the applicable fare, the rider shall pay the difference in cash.

75 D. The rate of fare for paratransit service shall be ((.s)) 75 cents per trip and

76 ((~)) $13.50 for a monthly pass.
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77 E. The rate of fare for customized bus service to residents of Center Park, a facility

78 ofthe Seattle Housing Authority located at 2121 - 26th Avenue South, Seattle, is equal to

79 the paratransit fares specified in K.C.C. 28.94.015D.

80 SECTION 3. Ordinance 12643, Section 6, as amended, and K.C.C. 28.94.175 are

81 each hereby amended to read as follows:

82

83

84

85

86

87

88

89

90

91

92

93

94

95

96

97

98

Pass agreements. The executive is authorized to negotiate and enter into flexpass

or regional anual pass agreements with employers, groups of employers, educational

institutions, transportation management associations and other organzations for the

purose of sellng passes for distrbution and use by employees, students and/or others

traveling to their facilities. The executive is also authorized to negotiate and enter into a

multiyear pass sale agreement with the owner or developer of a transit-oriented

development, or the owner or developer's successor, under which the transit-oriented

development purchases and distrbutes transit passes to the residents of its housing units.

For the puroses of ths section, "transit-oriented development" means a development

that is designated as a transit-oriented development in an agreement with the county and

that includes the construction of new housing unts at or within one quarer mile of a

county transit center or park and ride lot. At a minimum, these institutional agreements

shall contain the following terms:

A. A description of the type of pass to be sold. The types of passes sold under the

institutional agreements shall be:

1. Flexpasses;

2. Transit-oriented development resident passes; or

.;;
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99 3. Regional passes if the institutional pass sale agreements are authorized

100 under the agreement entered into with other transit providers that established the regional

101 passes.

102 B. .L For flexpass agreements: a description of the services and benefits available

103 to the flexpass holder, of which there shall be at least two services or benefits provided

104 by the other par to the agreement that are in addition to the transit element, the

105 designation of a transportation coordinator and the distrbution of alternative commuting

106 information; the number of passes to be issued and the cost thereof, the cost of issuing

107 additional and replacement passes during the term of the agreement, a schedule of

108 payments and an agreement term not to exceed three years. Unless otherwse agreed to

109 by the council, the price terms of the transit elements of a flexpass agreement shall be

110 established according toe (the follo'Ning schedule of anual calculations)) one of two

111 methods described in subsection B.2 of this section. Furter, the agreement shall require

112 reimbursement of the cost of additional services provided by the department and shall

113 include provisions for modification due to changes in fares and program fees.

114 2.a. For the purose of establishing flexpass prices by area, the director is

115 authorized to identify contiguous geographic areas within the county that are

116 characterized throughout by a similar level of transit service and transit mode-split. The

117 director shall establish flexpass prices according to the following formulae for on-going

118 an? new flexpass paricipants located in the pricing areas.

119 Flexpass price for on-going area flexpass paricipants: TR x estimated average

120 anual trips attributable to passes issued under all ongoing area flexpass

121 agreements entered into by paries located in the subiect pricing area. The
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122 estimated average anual trip figue shall include a factor determined by the

123 deparment to reflect the anticipated growt in trps expected for on-going area

124 flexpass paricipants.

125 Flexpass price for pary entering into its initial area flexpass agreement: TR x

126 estimated average anual transit trips by non-participants located in the subiect

127 pricing area. The estimated average anual trip figure shall include a factor

128 determined by the deparent to reflect the anticipated growth in trips expected

129 for a new paricipant in the flexpass program.

130 For puroses of this formula, "TR" means the weighted average fare per trp

131 determined by the deparent. The area flexpass prices shall be established at least every

132 two years and upon the adoption of any applicable fare increase. Except for flexpass

133 agreements covering at least five hundred employees or multiple worksites throughout

134 the county, area prices shall apply to all flexpass agreements entered into with a par that

13 5 is located in a pricing area.

136 b. For employers and other paries that have at least five hundred employees,

137 multiple worksites thoughout the county or are located outside a pricing area, the

138 following schedule of anual calculations shall determine the flexpass price term.

139 First twelve months: Trip revenue x baseline trps

140 Second twelve months: (TR x baseline trips) + ((TR x added trips) x 1/3)

141 Thrd twelve months: (TR x baseline trips) + ((TR x added trips) x 2/3)

142 Fourh twelve months (TR x baseline trips) + (TR x added trips) and thereafter:

143 For puroses of ths formula, "trip revenue" or "TR" means the weighted average

144 fare per trip determined by the deparent.
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145 For puroses of this formula, "baseline trps" means the estimated number of transit

146 trips taken by the contracting pary's covered population of students, employees or others,

147 or any combination thereof, in the twelve months preceding execution of the flexpass

148 agreement. Baseline trips may be adjusted on an anual basis to account for chan_ges in

149 the number of eligible employees.

150 For puroses ofthis formula, "added trips" means those trips taken durng the prior

151 twelve months, determined either from surveys or electronic counting of actual flexpass

152 use, which exceed the number of baseline trips established at the execution of the

153 flexpass agreement. Electronic counts of one month or more will be anualized and used

154 in lieu of surey results if available.

155 For puroses of ths formula, ((I))ln the event a pary terminates or does not renew a

156 flexpass agreement, any subsequent flexpass agreement entered into with that pary shall

157 be priced as if in the "four twelve months and thereafter" category.

158 C. For transit-oriented development resident pass agreements: the term of the

159 agreement, the number and type of passes to be provided, the method and frequency of

160 pass distrbution, the price of the passes and the timing of the payment or payments. The

161 director shall establish the price at a level that wil generate no less than the revenue that

162 the director-estimates would otherwise be received if the residents of the transit-oriented

163 development paid cash fares over the term of the agreement. The director shall assume in

164 the price determination: the anticipated rides per pass will be at least eighteen rides per

165 month per pass; and the anticipated fare per trip is at least the weighted average fare per

166 trip as determined generally by the deparment.

8



Ordinance 14064

167 D. For regional anual pass agreements: the price of the regional passes, the cost

168 of issuing additional and replacement passes durng the term of the agreement, the level

169 of subsidy provided by the purchasing entity, a schedule of payments and an agreement

170 term not to exceed one year. The price of a regional anual pass sold under an

171 institutional pass sale agreement is the regular price as established in the agreement

172 entered into with other transit providers as set for the in K.C.C. 28.94.015C.4.

173 Purchasing entities are entitled to price discounts only if the discounts are provided under

174 the agreement.

175 SECTION 4. Ordinance 12643, Section 12, as amended, and K.C.C. 28.94.210

176 are each hereby amended as follows:

177 Public school district agreements. The executive is authorized to execute

178 agreements with public school districts to supply students with passes in connection with

179 special school programs, but the price for passes under the agreements shall be

180 established at a rate of ((r,\'Ønty four)) thirty-six times the youth fare set forth in this

181 chapter for each month in which these passes are valid, and the passes shall be valid only

182 for rides on regularly scheduled county public transporttion service on buses, trolleys,

183 transit vans, dial-a-ride vehicles and streetcars.

184 SEeTION 5. Ordinance 12643, Section 19, as amended, and K.C.C. 28.94.245

185 are each hereby amended as follows:

186 Provisions of tickets to human services agencies. The director is authorized to

187 establish a program for the sale and distribution of tickets to human service agencies at

188 twenty((-f)) percent of their cash value for the purose of meeting the transportation

189 needs oflow income and homeless populations. The total amount of the ((seyenty fiye))
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190 ~ percent discount provided under the program shall not exceed ( (six hundred fift

191 thousand)) one milion dollars for anyone year. The allocation of discount tickets under

192 the program shall be made by the director in conjunction with local jurisdictions and the

193 county's deparment or deparments responsible for human services programs. The local

194 jursdictions and the county deparment or deparents shall determine the number of

195 tickets from their respective allocations which shall be sold to the human service agencies

196 eligible under the program. Tickets sold under the program are valid on all public

197 transportation and paratransit service.
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198 SECTION 6. Fare increases for flexpass agreements shall be effective July 7,

199 2001. Sections 2 and 4 ofthis ordinance take effect June 1,2001.

Ordinance 14064 was introduced on 1/22/01 and passed as amended by the Metropolitan
King County Council on 3/26/01, by the following vote:

Yes: 7 - Mr. von Reichbauer, Ms. Miler, Ms. Fimia, Mr. McKenna, Ms.
Hague, Mr. Thomas and Mr. Irons
No: 6 - Mr. Phillps, Mr. Pelz, Ms. Sullvan, Mr. Nickels, Mr. Pullen and
Mr. Gossett
Excused: 0

~g~
Pete yon Reichbauer, Chair

ATTEST:

.~vt
Ane Nons, Clerk of the Council

AP¥VED this -- day of ~ 2001.
"G-r6j)

Attachments None
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April 5, 2001

The Honorable Pete von Reichbauer, Chair
Metropolitan King County Council
Room 1200
COURTHOUSE

Dear Chairman von Reichbauer:

I am vetoing Ordinance 14064.

The King County Council promised new bus service and the fares to pay for it. This
ordinance falls short of that promise. With the repeal of the Motor Vehicle Excise Tax
(MVET), Metro Transit lost $106 millon annually. The County Council and I made a
commitment to voters that ifthey supported a.2 percent sales tax to provide Metro $80
million annually, I would direct Metro to cut administrative costs by $14.8 million and
eliminate 140 positions, which I have done.

We also said we would raise the remaining $12 million in revenue through a fare
increase. When the County Council passed and I signed the 2001 budget, we agreed to
add new bus service "only if the Council increases transit fares to levels sufficient to
increase the 2001 Public Transportation Funds by that amount." But the ordinance
passed by the County Council does not adopt an adequate fare structue to support bus
service increases, especially during the critical peak travel times.

Transit statîstics locally and nationally indicate that ridership increases with better
service. Our Metro route improvements scheduled for June and September reflect that
strategy. Nationally, lower fares with less service don't reduce traffic congestion, but
instead actually result in a reduction of riders over time. Metro Transit surveys show that
the rate of a bus fare does not even rank in the top 10 reasons people give for not riding
the bus. Riders want more convenient and more frequent service, especially during peak
travel hours, not a cheaper ride. Metro ridership is more than keeping pace with
population 

growth, growing at three times the rate of population since 1973. Since 1990,
Metro Transit ridership has increased by 23 percent and vanpool usage by 79 percent,
outpacing King County population growth by eight percent. Last year, we boarded a
record 100 milion riders.

KING COUNTY COURTHOUSE 516 THIRD AVENUE, ROOM 400 SEATILE, WA 98104-3271
(206) 296-4040 296-0194 FAX 296-0200 TOO E-mail: ron.simsêmetrokc.gov

~ King County is an Equat Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer and complies with the Americans with Disabiliies Act ~



The Honorable Pete von Reichbauer
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I will not accept a fare structue that does not adequately fund what is in the best interest
of Metro Transit. The fare structure as adopted would not pay for the increased bus
service package expected for 2001 and beyond, so we had to cancel our June service
changes. Some Councilmembers want to use our reserves to make up for the shortfall in
revenue from the Council's proposal. This would be financially irrespom~ible and is an
action never supported by previous Council Budget Chairs, including Councilmembers
Nickels, Hague and both of us. Our County's outstanding financial credit rating is based
on these conservative fiscal practices. Reserves are one-time funds to meet unexpected
needs. Given a seven-year capital program of$820 milion, this is only six percent of the
total.

Metro Transit and my staff have worked with the Council since last November to ensure
passage of a fare ordinance that provides the revenue to maintain and grow the system to
address our region's traffic congestion. We reached a compromise to reduce senior and
disabled fare increases and to maintain student passes that school districts purchase at the
curent cost of$18 per month. Also, we would put an additional $350,000 into our
award-winning low-income transportation programs, which provided 68,000 of our
poorest residents with free passes and transit tickets in 2000. This compromise addressed
all the concerns expressed by the public and the Council regarding affordable
transportation services for our residents with financial constraints - seniors, youth, the

disabled and low-income residents.

This compromise would provide $4.4 millon in 2001 and $11.3 milion annually, nearly
the $12 milion necessar to get us to pre-Initiative 695 levels of service by 2002. The
ordinance adopted by the Council provides only $1.3 milion in 2001 and $6.5 millon
anually, $5.5 milion less than is required to maintain and grow our system, takng until

2004 before we once again reach 1999 levels of bus service.

Six County Councilmembers have asked me to veto the Council's approved fare
structure. Bellevue, Renton and other suburban cities are angry that the Council's action
resulted in cancellation of the June service improvements, as their residents demand and
deserve more bus service as planed.

I am vetoing this ordinance so we can star again and the County can keep the promise of
delivering the restored and new bus service the voters, Metro riders and jurisdictions
expect in 2001 and beyond. We must put in place an adequate fare structure so we do not
jeopardize the financial standing of one ofthe nation's best transit systems. I am ready to
work with the County Council to pass a fare structure in the next few weeks that allows
us to provide the bus service as promised to the voters and the riders of Metro Transit.
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Our work is not finished, I know we can put aside our differences, because our riders, our
transit system, our air and our quality oflife depend on it.

Sincerely,

.~
1m

King County Executive

cc: King County Councilmembers

ATTN: John Chelminiak, Chief of Staff
Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director
Ane Noris, Clerk of the Council


